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Abstract

That communicationwithin the maritimeindustryin general，and at seain

particular，requlreSahigh1evelofcompetencylSaXiomatic・Forinternational
employees today，thisinevitably means communicative competencyinthe

Englishlanguage，eSPeCially the varietycommonly re良rredto as Maritime

English・GraduallyMaritimeEnglishisbecomlngreCOgnisedasafu11yLnedged

subjectandtheneedto establishstandardsisanissuerecelVlngWidespread

attention・lntheshippingindustrytheincreasedglobalneedtouseEnglishdueto

the new demandsimposedby teclm010glCaland commercialdevelopments，

togetherwithhighpromemisdemeanoursatseacauslnglossoflifb，damagetO

propertyandenvironmentalpollution，haveresultedinthelegalrequirements

（i．e．，STCW／SOLAS）regarding communicative competencyin the English

languageforprofbssionalpurposesbeingconsideral，1ysharpened・Theauthors
haveobservedtheriseininterestandconcemOfmaritimeorganisationsasto

howtheyshouldbestaccommodatethesenewdemands・MaritimeEducationand

TraininginStitutions，0ftenreluctanttorecogniseMaritimeEnglishonanequal

footingtoNavigationorMarineEngineerlng，OrtOdedicatemoreinstruCtion

hoursinanalreadytightprogramme，havebeenkeentofindmoree脆ctive

strategies・ORen thisis attempted by paylnglittle or no attention to the

amorphousglobalbodyofMaritimeEnglishinstruCtOrSattheirdisposaLThe
ProfessionalPromeofaMaritimeEnglishInstruCtOr（PROFS）prqjectaimson

theonehandtocreategenerallyacceptedguidelines／recommendationsforMET

inStitutionmanagementonhowtoqualifyteachersofgeneralEnglishandother

persons of substandard maritimeLteClmicalqual摘cations currently teaching

English to navigational／marine engineering universitystudents to become

lecturers／instruCtOrSinMaritimeEnglish，meetingatleasttherequlrementSOfthe

relevantlegislation，andontheotherhandtoprovideprospectivecandidatesto

theMaritimeEnglishteachingprofbssionwithanideaofwhatwillbeexpected

fromthemshouldtheywishtoinstructnavigational／marineenglneerlngStudents

at universitylevel．This report presents the activities and preliminary

observationsofthePROFSteam’songolngreSearCh・
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I Projectaimsandobjectivcs

VariousCOnfbrences，Seminarsandworkshopshaverevealedthatthereis an

urgentneedtoestablishasound，Well－StruCturedpro航1eofaqualinedMaritime

EnglishinstruCtOrforhigher METinStitutionsin orderboth to satisfythe

demands ofthe currentlegislation，aS Wellasthe requlrementS Oftoday，s

maritimeindustry・Putsimply，instructorsofMaritimeEnglish，justlikeallother

instruCtOrSinvoIvedintheeducationandtrainingofseafarers，havetocomply

With　Section A－I／6（3）of the STCW1978／95which requires，that“all

instruCtOrS…areaPPrOPriatelyqualinedfortheparticulartypesandlevelsof

training．．．ofseafarerseitheronboardorashore．”

ThePrq陀ssionalPrQfileqraMbritimeEnglishlnstructorげROFS）prqject
aimsontheonehandtocreategenerallyacceptedguidelines／recommendatjons

forMETinstitutionmanagementOnhowtoqualifyteachersofgeneralEnglish

and otherpersonsOfsubstandardmaritime－teClmicalqualifications currently
teaching English to navigational／marine engineering university students to

becomelecturersinMaritimeEnglish，meetingatleasttherequlrementSOfthe

relevantlegislation，andontheotherhandtoprovideprospectivecandidatestoa

MaritimeEnglishteachingprofbssionwithanideaofwhatwillbeexpected斤om

them（bothintermsofthenecessarymaritimebackgroundknOwledgeandthe

appTOpriate methodical qpalincation）shoulq they wish toinstruCt
navlgational／marineengineerlngStudentsatuniversitylevel．

TheinitialideaforPROFSwashatchedindiscussionsrePulting丘・omthe
researchers，ownexperienceincombinationwithpreviousresearch・TwopaperS

WerePrePared（Cole，Trenkner）forIAMU’sAGA4inAlexandria（September

27－OctoberOl，2003）andforIMLA’sIMEC15inStPetersburg（OctoberO7－10，

2003）wheretheauthorspreヲentedatypologyofMaritimeEnglishinstructors・

AsaresultoftheencouraglngreSPOnSe，areSearChproposalapplicationwas

madetoIAMUinNovember2003；thePROFSprqiectwasapprovedonJuly12，

2004withatimelinebeginnlngOnOctoberO1，2004．Thefinaloutcome，tObe

deliveredbytheendof2005，Willbesevenwo正packagesanda丘nalreport

includinganexecutivesummary・

2　RcIcvancetotheworkofIAMtJ

ItiswellreportedthatmorethanthreeintenaccidentsoccurrlngatSeaOrin
POrtS Canbe attributed to communication de丘ciencies，Prlmarily due to an

insufBcientcommandamongseafarersorothermaritimepersonnelofwhatis

Called Maritime English As a result，thelegal requlrementS regarding

COmmunicative competendy，aS mentioned above，have been considerably

Sharpenedinrecentyearstopromotesafbtyatseaandinports．Coincidently，aS
thepercentageofseafhrersintheshippingindustryshrinksandthenumberof

intemationallyemployedshore－basedpersonnelincreases，MaritimeEnglishhas
become an essential career tool，Permitting mobility，neXibility　and
COmPetitiveness．



MaritimeSecurityandMET67

Theauthors，havingwofkedextensivelyinthis重eld，haveobservedtherisein

interest and concem Ofmaritime organisations as to how they should best

accommodatethesenewdemands．MaritlmeEducationandTraininginstitutions，

0鮎nreluctanttorecogniseMaritimeEnglishonanequalfbotingtoNavigation

OrMarineEngineerlng，OrtOdedicatemoreinstruCtionhoursinanalreadytight

PrOgramme，have been keen to重nd more ef稔ctive strategies．0Renthisis

attempted by paylnglittle orno attention tothe amorphous globalbody of

MaritimeEnglishinstruCtOrSattheirdisposalandthevariousqualincationsand

SkillsindividualinstruCtOrS pOSSeSS，Or do not possess，inmeetingthelegal

requlrementS．Thus，theresultsand丘ndingsofthisprqject，i．e．theguidelinesand

recommendationstobedevelopedandsuggested，Shouldhaveadirectimpact

upontheurgentlyrequiredimprovementoftheMaritimeEnglishcommunication

COmPetenCe Of the graduates of maritimeinStitutionsvia a solidly based

PrOfbssional pro且le of the　instruCtOrS teaChing navigational and marine

englneerlngStudentsatlAMUafnliatedinStitutions．

3　ReseardlqueStions

ThekeyquestionsbeingconsideredbythePROFSprqjectteamare：

・　WhattypesofMaritimeEnglishinstruCtOrSareCurrentlyemployedat
METinstitutions？Whatistheusefulnessandlimitationsofeachtype？

・　WhatarethelinguisticandmethodicalrequlrementSOfa“qualined”

MaritimeEnglishinstruCtOr？HowcantheserequlrementSbemet？

・　Whatistheminimummaritimebackgroundknowledgerequired？How

Canthisbebestacquired？

・　Whatfurtherquali且cationmeasuresforMaritimeEnglishinstruCtOrSin

themaritime feldandinlanguageteaching／acquisitionmethodology
canbeident摘ed？

・　Which profbssional organisation or a用1iation would best assist

Maritime EnglishinstruCtOrSin meeting the requlrementS OfSTCW
1978／95？

・　lsthereasuitablebodytooverseedevelopmentsandadviselAMUon
PrOgreSS？

4　Methodologyandpreliminaryobservations

Bothdeductive andinductive reasonlng PrOCeSSeS Were COnSidered to be

appropriateforthistypeofresearCh．ThedeductiveelementCOnSistsprimarilyof

academic desktop research based on the researChers’own experience　in

COmbinationwithpreviousresearch，WhereastheinductiveelementinvoIvesthe

evaluationoftheresponsetoaspeciallydesignedquestionnaire，theevaluation

Ofround－tablediscussions，perSOnalinterviews，andbrainstormlngSeSSionswith
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intemationalMETstudentsandgraduatesaswellaswithrepresentativesofthe

maritimeindustry．

4．1Deductiveelememt

Thedeductjveelement，basedontheteam’scollectiveexperienceandprevious

research，WaSlargely arrived atir）the papers notedin sectionl above and

re鎖ned，withthethirdmemberoftheteam’SinClusion（Pritchard），atthekick－0ff

meetillgin Wamemnnde（September29－30，2004）and throughfollow－uP
communications．

4．1．1Typology

Thetypology proposedfor considerationincludes4categories ofMaritime

EnglishinstruCtOrStyPicallyemployedatMETinstitutions，namely：

1．CareerSpecia）ists，reCOgnisedasthey：

a．areGraduates／Quali鮎dTeachers；
b．havebecome“marinated”phaveseafaringcredibility；

C．haveareasonableinstitutionalstanding；

d．may（ormaynot）be“qual摘ed”toteachMaritimeEnglish．

2．EnglishLanguageandLiteratureGraduates，reCOgnisedasthey：

a．areloversofEnglish；
b．arenotnecessari1yinterestedinappliedlinguistics；

C．PrefbrtoteachgeneralEnglish；

d．areo氏enaskedtoteachMaritimeEnglishbutfailtomeetthe
STCWstandards．

3．FormerSeafarers，reCOgnisedasthey：

a．aretechnicalexpertsbut．．．

i．notnecessarilyski11edatEnglish；

ii．notnecessarilyskilledatteaching；

iii．oftenover－Challengetheirstudents．

b．coulddelivertechnicalsubjectsinEnglish・

4．“Native”English Speaking Persons（“backpackers／nomads”，housewives，

SpOuSeS，retirees，etC），reCOgnisedasthey：

a．are often employed to motivate students tolisten／speakin

Englishbut．．．

i．notnecessarilyskilledatEnglish；

ii．notnecessarilyskilledatteaching；

iii．rarelyknowledgeableinmaritimematters．

A餌食h category has been considered，namely thoseinstruCtOrS at MET

institutionswhoareencouragedororderedtouseEnglish（asaforeignlanguage）

Whenteachingtechnicalsu句ects．SuchpersonsarenotregardedbythePROFS

teamasMaritimeEnglishinstruCtOrSbutareincreaslnglyseenbymanagement

as a丑he sourceofsupplyingstudentswiththeperceiveddosageofMaritime

Englishrequired．TheteamrecognlSeSthatthisapproachcouldplayasupporting

rolebuthasyettoseeaninStitutionprovidingaconsideredlistoftheintended

leammgOutCOmeS，SuggeStingthatstandardshaveyettobeestablished．Instead，

theteammuchprefbrstheso－Called“twinning”approach（theessenceofwhich
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invoIves partnerlng teClmical subject　inStructors with Maritime English

instructors）・However，thetemptationforinstitutionalmanagers，in丘nancially

StretChedsituations，tOdoawaywiththeMaritimeEnglishinstructoraltogether，

hopingthattheEnglishcompetencyoftheremalnlngteClmicalteachingstaffwill

besufBcientcompensation，CannOtbeignored．Theprosandconsofthe“甜h

CategOry”andtwimmingwi11receivefurtherattentionintheFinalReport．

4．2Inductiveelememt

Theinductiveelementconsistedofaspeciallydesignedquestionnairethatwas

PrOduced，trialled，amendedand且nalisedduringthefirstquarterOftheprq］eCt’s

time丘ame．Inaddition，adiscussion／interviewpaperwasdevisedinmuchthe

SameWayforuseatround－tablediscussionsandduringpersonalinterviews．Itis

reassurmgtOnOtetherespondentsandparticipantshaveumanimouslyregarded

thetenorandstrategicaimsofthequestionnaireandroundtablediscussionsas

appropriate，andthe o叫ectives ashighlyrelevantforpromoting／ensurlngthe

qualityofMaritimeEnglishinstruCtion．

4・2・lQuestionpaire
ThequestionnalreCOntainedabriefintroductorydescrlPtlOnOftheaimsofthe

Prqject，andfourparts．

・　Partl：WaystoMaritimeBackgroundKnowledge－tObecompleted

byMaritlmeEnglishinstruCtOrS

■　4subsectionscontaininglntOtal16“questions”

・　Part2：WaystoMaritimeBackgroundKnowledge－tObecompleted

bymarinersteachingorexpectingtoteachMaritimeEnglish
－　4subsectionscontainingintota110“questions”

・　Part3：MaritimeEnglishManagement－tObecompletedbymanagers

responsiblefor，butnotteaching，MaritimeEnglish

・4subsectionscontainingintotal17“questions”

・　Part4．Opinion－tObecompletedbyallrespondents

・20Statementstoberankedonascalefroml（“strongno”）to

6（”strongyes”）

・　Roomwasprovidedforadditionalcomments．

Thequestionnairewasdistributedextensivelythroughouttheworld，Primarily

atmeetingsandconferences，throughemailandwebsites，aSWellasatmaritime

institutionsandviapersonalcontacts．Usingsuchmethodsofdistributionmeans

thatitisimpossibletocalculatethedistributionketumratio．

Theendofthesecondquarter（March31）markedthedeadlineforinCluding

the questionnaire responsesinto the statisticalsummary．At this point129

responseshadbeenreceived；theinitialtargetOflOOreplies，havingbeenwell

SurPaSSed，SuggeStS that the outcomein general terms will be statistically

representative．Ⅰtshouldbenoted，however，thatthemqjority ofrespondents

represented Maritime EnglishinstruCtOrS，80％，withmariners teaching or

expecting to teach Maritime English，and managers responsiblefor，butnot

teaching Maritime English，Sharing equally the remalnlng20％．AIso worth

noting，hasbeenthellmitedresponse丘omIAMUmembers，
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ThetaskofcollatingandsummarlSlngtheresponsestothequestionnairewas

completedduringthethirdquarterandthedocumentation（includingtheiaw

data）hasbeendepositedwiththeIAMUSecretariat．Atthetimeofwritingan

evaluationoftheresponsesisunderwayandthiswillbereportedandreflected

uponinthedeliverablesandthefinalexecutivesummary・

4．2．2　StructuredrouAdtablediscussionsandinterviews

ThePROFSteammembersarefullyawarethatquestiorlnairesdonotalways

“tellthe truth”．ln orderto o飽etthis problem the team’s methodology has

included struCtured round table discussions and personalinterviews．The

StruCturalelementhasconsistedofaspecia11y designed，in－depthround－table

questionsheetforuseonappropriateoccasionsduringthe丘rstthreequartersof

theprqjectperiod．Amongothers，threespecificgatheringsweretargeted，giving
mostsatisfactoryresults：

・　the Intemational Maritime English Confbrence IMEC16

（intemational but primarily Asian participation）heldinManila，

PhilipplneS，October26－29，2004；

・　themid－PrqjectteammeetingatWorldMaritimeUniversity，Malm6，

Sweden（internationalparticipation：METMastersdegree students），

AprilO6，2005；

●　theIMO Maritime EnglishInstructor’s Training Course，Szczecin，

Poland，（eastemEuropeanparticipation），May30－JunelO，2005．

Unfortunately none ofthe team was able to attendIAMUTs AGA5in

Tasmania，Australia，however，itisunderstoodthat at the team’s request an

announcement was made to promote the prqiect andthe questionnaire was
distributed．

Thequestionsfordiscussionaspresentedinthequestion sheetrenectthe

prqject’sresearchquestionsandwereasfollows：

・　WhattypesofMaritimeEnglishinstructorsarecurrentlyemployedat
METinstitutions？Whatis the usefu1ness andlimitations of each

呼pe？

・　How，based on your experience，Can METinstitutionsimprove

MaritimeEnglishinstruCtion？

Whatistheminimummaritimebackgroundknowledgenecessaryfor
aMaritimeEnglishinstruCtOrtOadequatelyperformhisnlerjob？How

Canthisbebestacquired？

Can／couldaMaritimeEnglishinstructorbecome“qual沌ed”？Ifso，

Whatare／wouldbethelanguageandteachingrequlrementS？Howcan

theserequlrementSbemet？

Whichprofbssionalinstitution，Organisationora用Iiationwouldbest

assistMaritimeEnglishinstructorsinmeetlngtherequlrementSOf・
STCW1978／95？

The task ofrecording and summansmgthe results ofthe round table

discusSionsandpersonalinterviewswascompletedduringthethirdquarterand
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thedocumentation（includ軍ngtherawdata）hasbeendepositedwiththelAMU

Secretariat．Atthetimeofwritinganevaluationoftheresponsesisunderway

andthiswi11bereportedandrenected uponinthedeliverables andthe丘nal

executivesummary．

5　ThcAGA6prcscntation

OntheoccasionofAGA6theprqjectwillbenearlngitscompletion．Itisthusthe

intentionoftheteamtoreporttothepartlCIPantSOnthegeneralprogressand
SPeCincfindingsoftheprqiectwhilstprovidingrecommendationsfortheIAMU

membershiptoconsider．Thecompletedresearchelement（rawdata）wi11become
availabletomembersonlyatthediscretionoftheIAMUBoard．

6　ConClusion

TheresultsoftheresearChandthedeliberationsofthePROFSprqjectteamwi11

bepresentedineightdeliverables（wo正packages）asfollows：

WPO：lntroductiontotheprqject，includingadescriptionofthemethodology
employed．

WPl：Categorisingthe pro爪les ofthe varioustypes ofcurrently employed

Maritime English（ME）instructors，Clarifying　the usefulness and
limitationsofeach．

WP2：ldentifyingthelinguisticandmethodicalrequirementsofaqualinedME
instruCtOrandthewaysofmeetingthem，

WP3：Identifying the horizontal／vertical maritime background knowledge

（scope／depth）tobeexpectedofaMEinStructorandthewaysofacquiring
such．

WP4：Identifying adequate，aPprOPriate and practicablefurther quali丘cation

measures　for MEinstructors　in　the maritime　且eld，inlanguage

teaching／acquisitionmethodologyandcoursedevelopment．

WP5：ProposlnganaPPrOPriateafBliationoftheMEteachingstaffwithinthe
struCtureSOfMETinstitutionsinordertoguaranteetheirinvoIvementin
theoverallMETconceptionofthelatter・

WP6：ProposlngaSuitablebodytooverseedevelopmentsandadviseIAMUand
other relevant authorities on progress and probably certifythat the
requlrementSOfSTCW1978／95＆SOLAS1992／02aremet・

WP7：Finalreportwithexecutivesummary・

ThePROFSprqjectwillconcludebytheendof2005・






